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Scientific method 





Science College grads Myléne Juneau, Elyse Schmidt and Lima Kayello used the project-based program to fuel their futures. 


DAWN WISEMAN 


When Lima Kayello was finishing high 
school in Lebanon, her family had 
already made the decision to move to 
Montreal. They had chosen the city 
because of its multiculturalism and 
choice of post-secondary institutions. 
Science College tipped Kayellos deci- 
sion decisively to Concordia. “As soon 
as I heard about it, I thought ‘This is the 
jackpot, I need this.” 

Kayello is a co-winner of this year's 
Science College Prize, awarded to the 
most outstanding student(s) in the 
graduating class. She will be walking 
across the stage with fellow classmates 
Mylene Juneau, who started her degree 
at Université de Laval but transferred 
into Science College after visiting a 
class in which a friend was enrolled, 
and Elyse Schmidt (Arts and Science 
valedictorian), who wanted to combine 
the college's project-based environment 
with co-op work terms. 

Science College is fairly unique in 
undergraduate experiences; students 
work closely with each other and their 
professors in collaborative research 


that is focused on developing a multi- 
disciplinary appreciation for science as 
an integrated field of endeavour. While 
each student is attached to a specific 
science department, they are expected 
to undertake at least one project in an 
area outside their primary field. 

One of Juneau's projects took place at 
the Alan Edwards Centre for Research 
on Pain at McGill University where she 
helped develop a protocol for rating 
pain for “people who cant rate it on 
their own - such as babies and people 
with motor or cognitive impairments.’ 
She will be presenting a poster on her 
research at the 13th World Congress on 
Pain in Montreal this August. 

The highlight of Kayellos research 
opportunities occurred during a sum- 
mer internship at the Sarasota Dolphin 
Research Program based at the Mote 
Marine Laboratory in Sarasota, Fla., 
where she spent most of the summer 
on a boat studying dolphins and sea 
birds. The experience was “dead-on 
exactly’ what she wanted, even if she 
was exhausted some evenings from 
hauling 200 metre-long nets back onto 
the fishing boat. 


Schmidt learned the value of the neg- 
ative result in examining sediment 
dredged up from the bottom of the St. 
Lawrence River. “We were expecting to 
find a specific lipid that indicates the 
presence of a bacteria that contributes 
to nitrogen gas depletion in water’ 
Because the lipid was not present, 
researchers will now have to look else- 
where for the cause of depletion. 

Each of the young women believes 
Science College has given them an 
experience they would not have had 
elsewhere, and credits the College with 
helping define the next steps they will 
be taking. 3 

Schmidt will be attending Duke 
University in the United States to 
begin a doctorate in molecular genet- 
ics and microbiology. Juneau is staying 
closer to home to undertake an MD / 
PhD in medicine at |Université de 
Montréal. Kayello will be taking cours- 
es in marine mammal biology at 
McGill and in ocean sciences at 
Boston University over the next year. 
She plans to apply to a Canadian grad- 
uate school, “somewhere on the coast” 
for September 2011. 
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Research awards honour faculty members 


New and established researchers are recognized for their contributions 


On June 9, the Office of Research 
held the annual University 
Research Awards Reception to 
honour some of Concordia’ 
most promising and innovative 
researchers displaying, “passion 
for research and dedication to 
the university and its students, 
said VP Research and Graduate 
Studies Louise Dandurand, the 
evening's host, to more than 50 
attendees in the suspended 
boardroom on the second floor 
of the MB Building. 

Receiving university Research 
Awards in the Established cate- 
gory were Building, Civil and 
Environmental Engineering 
Professor Andreas Athienitis 
and History Professor Ronald 
Rudin. In the Emerging category 
was Mechanical and Industrial 
Engineering Professor Rolf 
Wiithrich and English Professor 
Patrick Leroux. 

Each awardee will receive a 
research grant and hold the title 
of Concordia University 
Research Fellow for one year. 

Also acknowledged at the cer- 
emony were this year's winners 





History Professor Ronald Rudin and English Professor Patrick Leroux catch up following the Research Awards 
ceremony on June 9. 


of the Petro-Canada Young 
Innovators Awards (see Journal, 
May 13, 2010), Finance Professor 
Yaxuan Qi and Physics Professor 


Alexandre Champagne. 

This awards program was cre- 
ated to recognize and help sup- 
port the work of outstanding 


young faculty researchers at 

Canadian universities, colleges 

and major research institutes. 
Last year's Young Innovator 
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recipients were Psychology 
Professor Andrew Ryder and 
Mechanical and_ Industrial 
Engineering Professor Hoi Dick 
Ng (see Journal, May 7, 2009). 
Wiithrich won the Young 
Innovators award in 2007 (see 
Journal, Nov. 8, 2007). 

Hoi Dick Ng and Champagne 
were also among those hon- 
oured for having received grants 
from the Canada Foundation for 
Innovation's Leaders 
Opportunity Fund (CFI-LOF). 
Handed out by Provost David 
Graham, other certificate recipi- 
ents included Chemistry and 
Biochemistry Professor Xavier 
Ottenwaelder, Marketing 
Professor Bianca Grohmann, 
and Mechanical and Industrial 
Professors Lyes Kadem and 
Georgios Vatistas. 

The CFI-LOF grants are 
designed to help universities 
attract and retain the very best 
researchers, and offer universi- 
ties the opportunity to acquire 
infrastructure for their leading 
research faculty to undertake 
innovative research. 





KAREN HERLAND 


When Perry Calce entered the 
School of Community and 
Public Affairs as a member in its 
second year of operations, he 
couldn't have imagined that one 
day hed be the School's 
Coordinator of Academic 
Programs and Curriculum 
Development, nor that hed be 
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SCPA alums John Moore and Desirée McGraw celebrate at the School's 30th 


organizing their 30th anniver- 
sary party. 

After Calce graduated, his 
suggestion to Hubert Guindon 
to start an alumni program for 
grads led to a position as intern- 
ship coordinator - the School's 
program combines community 
internships with coursework. 

“It was the early 80s, a really 
terrible recession, recalls Calce. 





anniversary. Moore took on hosting duties for the evening. 
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I couldn't even find myself a job, 
and I was tasked with finding 30 
for our students.’ He succeeded 
and has been a staff person at 
the school ever since. Hes been 
organizing reunions every five 
years for the last 20 to get grads 
together and in contact with 
current students. 

This year's dinner at the Lion 
D’Or, hosted by 1988 alum John 
Moore, was no_ exception. 
About 80 grads dined, caught up 
and celebrated with a special 
presentation to Political Science 
Professor Daniel Salée who was 
principal of the School from 
1997 to 2007. 

Current Principal Eric 
Shragge also addressed the 
group, as did Margie Mendell, a 
long-time professor at the 
school, along with other organ- 
izers of the evening. 

“They all shared anecdotes 
about their time here, said 
Calce of the speakers. 

Calce recalls how Vince Sirois, 
an executive member of Imperial 
Oil and former member of the 


Thirty years of community involvement 


School of Community and Public Affairs celebrates milestone 


School's Board of Advisors once 
said to him, “our report card will 


be what our grads do down the: 


line” It’s a piece of advice hes 
never forgotten as hes watched 
students go on to impressive 
achievements year after year. 
Among the school’s grads are 
Canadian politician Glen Murray, 
who as Mayor of Winnipeg in 
1998 was North Americas first 
out gay mayor. Politicans Desirée 
McGraw, Maria Calderone and 
Mario Dumont also attended the 
school. Author Dorothy Williams 
(who also spoke at the dinner) 
was a student during the school’s 
first year and VP Services 
Michael Di Grappa graduated 
from the school (full disclosure 
— this writer is proud to have the 
school on her transcript). 

“I’m really impressed with what 
our grads have done in the com- 
munity and in public life, said 
Calce. “I don’t know if the school 
produces successful people, or if 
this is a reflection of the kind of 
people attracted to the school: 

The program itself has grown 


over the last three decades; ini- 
tially students who attended 
were ‘members’. Now students 
can earn a major in Community 
and Public Affairs and Policy 
Development. The school also 
runs a fully bilingual graduate 
program in Community 
Economic Development (alter- 
nately offered in French or 
English each year) and, starting 
in Fall of 2010, a new program in 
First People’s Studies will be 
launched. 

Calce laughs at how graduate 
Ilona Dougherty, one of the 
founders of Apathy is Boring, a 
digital democracy project aimed 
at encouraging young adults to 
engage in civil society, dragged 
the school into the new millen- 
nium by encouraging the cre- 
ation of a Facebook page. 

Calce is pleased at the ability 
of the tool to keep grads in con- 
tact, no matter how far they 
have travelled, and to let them 
know about panels, activities 
and milestones happening at 
their old digs. 
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KAREN HERLAND 


“I’m an artist on one side, and 
an athlete on the other, says 
Film Animation graduate Fanny 
Berthiaume, the winner of the 
inaugural Provost Medal. “I 
can’t imagine not doing both, 
they keep me balanced.” 

Her balance would send most 
of us spinning. 

Berthiaume’s dizzying list of 
achievements has thrice given 
her the President's Shield for 
Academic and Athletic 
Excellence, and an Athletic 
Tuition Award each of her four 
years here for her exceptional 
goaltending skills with the 
Concordia Stingers Soccer Team. 

Despite spending 20 hours a 
week training as team captain, 
Berthiaume is no slouch on the 
academic side. Her transcript 
does not include a single grade 
below A and she's earned the 
Pierre-Jasmin Award for 
Excellence in Animation and 
the Transfilm Scholarship for 
Film Animation. 

Her animation abilities earned 
her a place in Spike Jonze'’s 
Higglety Pigglety Pop (see Journal, 
May 13, 2010) and her stop- 
motion film Lea won a Jury Award 
at the Chinh Kids Film Festival in 
India, along with an invitation to 
teach animation workshops there 
later this summer. 

“She’s incredibly hard-work- 
ing and talented and versatile, 
said Film Animation Professor 
Shira Avni who nominated 
Berthiaume for the award. 
“She’s a wonderful student, I’m 


impressed by her ability to hold 
it all together, especially in a 
field as labour-intensive as ani- 
mation. “It’s an art of precision 
and patience, acknowledged 
Berthiaume. 

The Provost Medal is being 
awarded for the first time at 
Convocation. Provost David 
Graham developed an endow- 
ment for the award with 
Advancement with a particular 
goal in mind. 

“I was interested in doing 
something that might, in an 
indirect way, help the university 
acquire more Rhodes Scholars,’ 
explained Graham. Like the 
Rhodes Scholarship, the award 
recognizes all-around outstand- 
ing achievement: academic, ath- 
letic, social, extra-curricular 
and leadership ability. 

Graham hopes establishing 
an award with similar criteria 
would “help identify students 
who could be cultivated, pro- 
moted and encouraged to apply 
for the Rhodes Scholarship 
because there is no doubt in my 
mind that we have students who 
are every bit as good as those 
from other universities who get 
the scholarship.’ 

Establishing endowments to 
recognize stellar students is a 
family tradition for Graham. His 
mother has supported endow- 
ments at a series of institutions 
across the country where his 
family members have studied, 
taught or worked in various 
capacities. 

“Impressed by her example, I 
decided that it would be appro- 


eeping balanced 


priate for me to create a schol- 
arship at Memorial while I was 
there, “ said Graham. When his 
mother found out about it, she 
participated as well, and the 
Graham Family Scholarship for 
students in French and Spanish 
was established. 

Each year, the family goes to 
St. John’s to hold a luncheon for 
the current and previous win- 
ners (about a dozen so far) and 
their parents, another tradition 
Graham’s mother had estab- 
lished. 

While Graham was keen to 
have the endowment recognize 
overall excellence, he chose to 
remain at arm’s-length from the 
selection process. 

Instead, the Provost Medal, 
along with the Concordia 
Medal, the Malone Medal and a 
handful of others awarded not 
strictly on academic merit are 
evaluated through the Dean of 
Students Office. 

“It’s inspiring to find students 
who are combining academic 
achievement with giving back,’ 
said Dean of Students Beth 
Morey. 

As for Berthiaume, shes 
exploring a few options before 
eventually returning to graduate 
work. Shed like to move out on 
her own, both literally from her 
parent’s home, and figuratively 
from an academic context. She 
may get involved in a feature- 
length documentary set to 
shoot in Israel later this year. 

“I have so many great memo- 
ries from the last four years. I’m 
kind of sad to leave.” 
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ACCOLADES 


On June 11, founding Dean of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer 
Science Jack Bordan was named a Fellow of Engineers Canada — the highest 
award bestowed by the 234 000-member national organization that regulates 
the engineering profession nationwide. | 





Bordan started his career at SGWU in 1951 as a lecturer in physics and a pro- 
fessor in engineering, In 1957, he established an engineering certificate pro- 
gram and became the founding Chair of the Faculty of Engineering. He served 
as its Dean until 1968, when he was named VP Academic Affairs. Bordan 
retired from Concordia in 1990. 
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Physics Professor Alexandre Champagne (see p. 2) was part of an interna- 
tional team of scientists who has published the paper titled “Mechanical 
Control of Spin States in Spin-1 Molecules and the Underscreened Kondo 
Effect” in Science magazine, June 11, 2010. 


The paper addresses fundamental questions about the coupling between 
mechanics, electronics and magnetics at the nanoscale. Read more about it at 


tinyurl.com/2f7bkgt. 
AQ 


Welcome home to Stingers football head coach Gerry McGrath, whos just 
returned from Regina after a two-week stint as a guest coach with the CFLs 
Saskatchewan Roughriders. This was the fourth straight year McGrath made 
the trip to work with the Riders kickers and punters. 
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A standing ovation for Christine Jones (BFA 1989) who, on June 13, won a 
Tony Award for Best Scenic Design of a Musical for her work on the punk rock 
opera, American Idiot. In 2007, Jones was nominated for a Tony for her design 
work for the Broadway play, Spring Awakening. Last year, she was the recipient 
of an Award of Distinction from the Faculty of Fine Arts (see Journal, April 2, 
2009). 
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Congratulations to Aydin Matlabi (BFA 07) for winning the Dick and 
Gretchen Evans Prize for Photography. The one-time $6 000 cash prize to 
Matlabi was presented June 10 during the announcement of three Dick and 
Gretchen Evans Fellowships in Photography. Totalling $51 000, the funds will 
go to three outstanding photography students in the final year of his/her grad- 
uate program who will receive $17 000 each. The first fellowship will be 
awarded in spring 2011. 


The Iranian-born Matlabi, who will receive his MFA in Studio Arts at this 
year's Convocation, has already established a successful career in photogra- 
phy. To read more about his experiences photographing the political upheaval 
in Iran in summer 2009, see Concordia Magazine, spring 2010. 
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Dick and Gretchen Evans with photographer Aydi 


~Qvo 


Congrats to the group of Electrical and Computer Engineering undergradu- 
ates who won silver at the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 
(IEEE) Microwave Theory and Techniques (MTT) Alive video awards. The 
prize was announced at the IEEE International Microwave Symposium May 
23 to 28. 


Concordia’s winning entry featured a Capstone project entitled Qx4 
Quadrotor Hovering Robotic Platform, made by Zaid Al-Khatib, Hasan 
Ghazi Al-Khakani, Samer Komarji and Jaime Yu, and was supervised by 
ECE professor Amir Aghdam. Watch the teams video at tinyurl.com/26k4aj7. 
Watch the other teams at videos at www.uvm.edu/~muse/. The international 
competition featured short, student-made videos describing their wireless 
systems-oriented design projects. 
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Montreal through the eyes of Concordia 


Groundbreaking partnership with the Grande Bibliotheque opens 


KAREN HERLAND 


Concordia has long insisted that 
students’ educational opportu- 
nities exist beyond the walls of 
the institution. The announce- 
ment of a new partnership 
allows us to share our knowl- 
edge beyond those walls as well. 

On June 14 Concordia 
announced a multi-pronged 
partnership framework with the 
Bibliotheque et Archives 
nationales du Québec (BAnQ) 
allowing for Concordia pro- 
gramming to take advantage of 
the BAnQ’s central location as a 
repository of knowledge. 

“This initiative allows us to 
extend learning, creativity and 
innovation to a new space, 
allowing more Montrealers to 
discover their extraordinary city 
through the eyes of Concordia,’ 
said President Judith 
Woodsworth before formalizing 
the agreement with Guy 
Berthiaume, chair and CEO of 
the BAnQ. 

The signing included a tour of 
the various locations within the 
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Julian and Max Stein will display their city soundscapes in the BAnQ’s 


great hall. 


library and a description of the 
planned framework. 

The five-year partnership 
allows Concordia to program a 
number of events in the Grande 
Bibliothéques St. Denis location. 
In addition to events related to 
library and information science, 
the President's Conference Series 
will hold one of its two annual 
sets of events there each year. 

This fall, under the theme 
Montreal is the world: the city 





through the eyes of Concordia, a 
program of lectures, perform- 
ance and_ discussions by 
Concordia’s researchers will be 
held over a five-week period. 
The Series kicks off in Oct. 
with a lecture by Killam Prize- 
holder Sherry Simon of the 
Department of Etudes francais- 
es. Her presentation on the 
impact that language has on 
urban culture and place is titled 
Le flot des langues, la grace des 
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the deal on June 14. 


cultures. 

The University of the Streets 
Café will hold two conversations 
picking up this theme in Nov. A 
series of multimedia installa- 
tions by Concordia professors 


President Judith Woodsworth and BAnQ director Guy Berthiaume seal 


up possibilities 





ee rrp 


and students to be held in the 
grand hall of the BAnQ will cul- 
minate in a poetic performance 
by Concordia writers called Ue 
pluie des mots, de langues, de 
silences on Dec. 1. 





Russ COOPER 


How many different ways can 
you say, ‘exceptional’? 

She could probably say it a 
few different ways — and tell 
you each word's origins, to boot 
— but Kuniko Ueda doesn't 
have to say it. She just is. 

Originally from Japan, Ueda 
came to Concordia in 2007, 
where her interest in language 
led her to complete her bac- 
calaureate in Modern 
Languages and _ Linguistics 
with great distinction. With a 
GPA of 4.28, her academic 
prowess has earned her the 
Governor-General’s Silver 
Medal (awarded to the highest- 
ranking student at the bac- 
calaureate degree level) and 
the Rytsia Tobias medal 
(awarded to the highest-rank- 
ing student graduating with a 
baccalaureate of arts degree). 

“I could say that my choice of 
school was right. Exploring lin- 
guistics at this school was an 
amazing experience for me, 


Excellent in every language 


Linguistics graduate wins two prestigious awards 





Governor General silver medalist Kuniko Ueda with her daughter. 


she says. “It completely 
changed my idea about lan- 
guage. 


Winning these prestigious 
prizes came as a welcome sur- 
prise. 


“When I received a letter 
about the awards, I did not 
even know the existence of 
these awards,” she says. “My 
husband was more excited 
than I was, and he started 
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telling me about the Governor 
General. I gradually realized 
that I was getting quite big 
awards. 

The honours, she says, are an 
encouraging side effect of hav- 
ing a supportive environment 
where she could truly appreci- 
ate the learning experience. 

“I think all the instructors | 
met here were so nice and help- 
ful that I enjoyed studying,’ she 
says “I think completing my 
degree here prepared me for my 
career pretty well, especially 
with these awards. I can add 
something nice and special to 
my resume. It would prove that I 
am a hard worker.’ 

Ueda, who formally graduated 
in fall 2009, wasn't able to attend 
Convocation as she was in Japan 
to give birth to her daughter. 

“What makes getting the 
awards so special to me is my 
daughter. I’m very glad to cele- 
brate it with my little girl’ 

With her newborn, Ueda is 
quite busy, no doubt. But she's 
looking forward to putting the 





knowledge she’s gathered here 
to good use. “I hope I will have a 
chance to take advantage of 
what I learned, such as doing 
research in the linguistic field.” 
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Amber Berson got unconditional support for her work while completing her MA in art his- 
tory. “I was looking at artists that weren't very popular or famous. My department said, 
‘Do whatever you need to do.” 


ALISWIAINA ¥IGWOINO) 


Research with a fresh perspective 


In high school, Amber Berson didnt envi- 
sion herself as an academic; she could have 
been a doctor, baseball player, or one of a 
“zillion other things.’ 

The native Montrealer started out at 
Ryerson in new media before realizing she 
needed a change. She completed her BFA 
at Concordia with distinction in 2008 and 
then moved on to the MA in art history. 

After taking a history course with Erica 
Lehrer in her first year, she became 
involved in the Curating Difficult 
Knowledge Conference held by the Centre 
for Ethnographic Research and Exhibition 
in the Aftermath of Violence. 

She acquired first-hand experience while 
traveling around Europe as a research 
assistant for professor Sherry Farrell 
Racette, visiting collections of Métis coats 
designed in French military style between 
the late 1700s and early 1900s. Berson 
helped create a replica of a coat to return to 
its source community in Manitoba, where 
they hadn't been seen in nearly a century. 

Her thesis work dealt with femicide in 


Canada with an emphasis on Aboriginal 
women. She looked at the cause and effect 
of the violence and how the government 
and the media have failed to help families 
of victims and create proper memorials. 

“How is it that the media isnt telling 
these stories?” she asks. “I felt it was strange 
that I knew more about the murders in 
Ciudad Juarez (Mexico) than I knew about 
the disappearances in Canada’ 

She went as far as Prince George, BC, to 
interview women artists about their work 
relating to these issues. 

On the side, she works at Eastern Bloc, 
an artist-run production and exhibition 
centre near Jean Talon and Clark, has 
curated multiple shows and has presented 
her work at several conferences. 

She will spend the next year finishing up 
at Eastern Bloc. Afterwards, the door is 
open. “I’m pretty adaptable. I'm willing to 
do things that aren't super glamorous, she 
says. “I'm just excited to have possibilities 
in front of me: 

ANNA SARKISSIAN 





Be the change 


At least two political science students 
took those words to heart during their 
time at Concordia. Both student Senators 
were able to study abroad, display leader- 
ship in a variety of campus contexts and 
contribute to leaving Concordia better 
than they found it in lasting, meaningful 
ways. 

Alex Oster started in English Literature 
but soon realized that he wanted to effect 
change on campus, and study how 
change can be possible on a global scale. 
“I wanted to be exposed to different ideas 
and different ways of thinking.” Gregory 
Johannson saw the program as a way to 
learn “to challenge the system in a posi- 
tive way. 

Both students got involved in campus 
groups that appealed to each of them. 
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Oster volunteered at Sustainable 
Concordia, taking on a series of projects. 
He met Johannson in the fall of 2008, 
when the CSU tried to shut down the 
recently adopted Sustainability Action 
Fund. Both students successfully cam- 
paigned against the move. 

Meanwhile Johannson participated in 
the Model UN (including a debate at 
Harvard), the Political Science Students 
Association and the Arts and Science 
Federation of Associations. 

In 2008, Johannson worked with 
Student Action on Refugees (STAR) while 
at the American University in Cairo. He 
was among 10 students managing a team 
of almost 100 volunteers. “It was a really 
good experience, but it was trying. It 
requires a certain amount of emotional 
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strength, he said of his experiences with 
the program. 

The following year Oster was selected 
to study at the Indian Institute of 
Technology in the Development Studies 
program. Back at Concordia, he was 
hired to produce a policy review of the 
CSU and discovered numerous versions 
of standing regulations and policies. 
“Transition from government to govern- 
ment was weak, he said, adding that 
political differences sometimes led stu- 
dent administrations to neglect proper 
briefing of their successors. 

His dedication to the project, long after 
his contract ended, led the CSU to invite 
him to join their executive when a VP left 
early in the fall of 2009. He finished his 
time at Concordia as VP Sustainability 
and Projects. In that capacity, he estab- 
lished the CSU’s first green month, with a 
series of activities including mash-ups 
where professors from different disci- 
plines presented their vision of sustain- 


Gregory Johannson will travel before setting his sights on law school. 





ability through the lens of their own 
research. Oster’s own last days at 
Concordia were spent briefing people 
taking over his dossiers. He also earned 
the Lieutenant Governor's Youth Award 
for Community Services. 

Meanwhile, Johannsons trip to Egypt, 
while memorable, represents only one 
of the 26 countries, on six continents, 
he’s visited. Travel is something he 
intends to do over the next year, before 
applying to law school. He is proud of 
his role in this year’s Senate vote on a 
university-wide Open Access policy, and 
was an eloquent supporter of the initia- 
tive. 

Next up, Oster will be looking at urban 
and suburban gardening projects in 
Saint-Lazare. He may also work on a 
research project building capacity of 
rural communities under Paul 
Shrivastava, the head of the David 
O’Brien Centre. “I got a really good educa- 
tion here,’ he said. 
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One small program, three great grads 


The Actuarial Mathematics Co- 
op Program at Concordia is an 
intense, 90-credit, three-and-a- 
half year succession of alternat- 
ing study and work terms. And 
only the best applicants are 
admitted to the Minor in Finance. 
Of those graduating from this 
exclusive group in 2010, three 
have distinguished themselves. 
Constantina Nicolopoulos, 
Guillaume Proulx-Cabana and 
Kristen Gervais-Andrade all per- 
formed exceedingly well in both 
their study and work terms, but 
each brought something special 
to their achievement. 
Nicolopoulos performed at a 
high level, graduating with a 3.94 
GPA while still finding time to con- 
tribute to the local Greek commu- 
nity. For over three years, shes done 
volunteer work for the Shield of 


Athena, an organization that shel- 
ters and supports battered women, 
many of them with children. Her 
work included fundraising at 
annual silent auctions. 

“It's very fulfilling” she says. “It 
helped me get through the last 
three years. It kept things well- 
balanced. It’s important to stay 
well-rounded, to have something 
to turn to when youre stressed or 
studying too hard.’ 

Proulx-Cabana also believes in 
maintaining an equilibrium, in 
his case between the intellectual 
and the physical. Hes graduating 
with a 4.13 GPA, the highest in the 
actuarial co-op program for 2010, 
which he managed while reading 
70 to 80 novels a year, in French, 
mostly classics. He balanced this 
with 2 or 3 games in a recreation- 
al COSOM hockey league, and 3 


or 4 visits to the gym, each week. 

“The best thing that happened 
while I was here,’ he says, smiling, 
“was the opening of the new 
sports facility in the EV Building’ 

Gervais-Andrade seems less 
concerned with balance than 
sheer efficiency. By the end of 
June, the 23-year-old will know 
whether he has passed the last of 
ten exams required to become a 
Fellow of the Casualty Actuarial 
Society (CAS). 

The CAS website says recent 
statistics show that, on average, it 
takes approximately eight-and-a- 
half to ten years to become a 
Fellow. 

While CAS doesnt formally 
track such things, the best infor- 
mation they have is that the last 
and only time another person 
ever made Fellow so young was... 





Andrade are a sure thing. 


in 1928. 

“I'm very goal-oriented,’ says 
Gervais-Andrade, who often 
studied ahead of course material. 
“I didn't expect to always pass 
them. But when you do, confi- 
dence builds, and I kept going’ 

All three grads praised the pro- 
gram for its affiliation with a wide 
array of companies and the 
invaluable opportunity it pro- 


vides students to combine theory 
with practical experience, while 
earning money and meeting 
prospective employers. All three 
worked closely together, especial- 
ly during their third-year finance 
courses, and appreciated how 
students in the program both 
challenged and supported one 
another. 

MICHAEL KEEGAN 


Making it happen 


In the next few weeks, Caroline Boileau 
might take a moment to catch her breath. 

Deeply involved in Congress 2010 as 
assistant to the Convenor, finishing her 
MEA in Studio Arts, buying her first home, 
while taking care of her eight-year-old 
son... all in the last semester? Yes, you 
could say she's earned a bit of time off. 

Whether she takes a break or not, howev- 
er she spends her time, thinking about how 
best to advance herself is never far out of 
mind. 

As a multidisciplinary artist, her work 
revolves around how we depict, inhabit and 
talk about the body through a medical or 
historical lens using performance, drawing, 
installation, video or photography. And 
she’s taken the time to hone her skill. 

Before beginning her masters in 2006, 
she spent 11 years as a practicing artist 
with a fine arts bachelor degree from 
UQAM. The time between degrees allowed 
Boileau to gain valuable experience, both in 
life and in her art. 
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Aside from her thriving practice, she 
enjoyed residencies at the Banff Centre for 
the Arts in 1999 and at the Fundacién 
Municipal de Gijén in Spain in 2002-03. 
Between the two, she and her husband, 
artist Stéphane Gilot, welcomed their son, 
Adrien, born Oct. 15, 2001. 

While happy to get away from university 
life for more than a decade, the pull to 
return to an academic setting was too 
much to resist. “It seemed like a lot of fun 
being immersed in the community and 
having the opportunity to focus on research 
and practice.’ 

With Concordia as her first choice, she 
did so with flying colours. From 2006 to 
2008, Boileau received funding from both 
the J.W. McConnell Memorial Graduate 
Fellowship and the Fonds québécois de la 
recherche sur la société et la culture, pro- 
gramme de réintégration 4 la recherche. 

And in 2008, she brought home the 
Bourse d'études Hydro Québec (awarded to 
an outstanding full-time graduate student 
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ing Congress 2010. 


in A&S, FoFA or JMSB) and the Carolyn and 
Richard Renaud Teaching Assistantship 
Award for excelling as a TA in ARTX 280: 
Integrated Studio in Contemporary Art 
Production. 

Based on her talent, she landed a job dur- 
ing Congress 2010 as assistant to Academic 
Convenor Ronald Rudin, helping facilitate 
the biggest event in Concordia’ history. 

“The best thing about Congress was that 
I got to meet so many people I wouldnt 
have met any other way, she says, citing the 
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Caroline Boileau (extreme left) performed as part of Women With Kitchen Appliances dur- 


connection she made with 
Communication Studies prof Liz Miller and 
the Life Stories project. “My art practice is 
largely based on storytelling, and it was fas- 
cinating to see how they collect stories for 
different purposes. I was really touched by 
many of those projects. 

She now plans to spend as much time as 
she can in her studio to prepare for installa- 
tions for the Biennale internationale du lin 
in Portneuf, Quebec in spring 2011 and at 
the Galerie de ;UQAM in 2012. 


Art was the obvious choice 


Graduation is just one chapter in several 
charting Laura Endacott’s relationship to 
Concordia. 

Back in the 80s, Endacott took an apti- 
tude test and the results were incontrovert- 
ible. “They told me the only thing I could do 
was go into the arts, she said. It was not the 
obvious choice for someone with a working 
class background, but Endacott followed 
the advice. 

She was one of 10 students accepted 
into Concordias Inter-related Arts pro- 
gram, a precursor to today’s interdiscipli- 
nary studies. “It was a way to work in all 
disciplines, without being limited by the 
boundaries of each individual discipline,’ 
she said, adding that this was not a sanc- 
tioned choice at the time, when pursuing 


a specific field of study was expected. But 
her great success in the program, and 
high marks, suggested that the aptitude 
test was on the mark. 

Endacott continued her education for- 
mally and informally. “I did my own art his- 
tory course visiting galleries and museums 
throughout Europe’ She did a Graduate 
Diploma in Communications in the early 
90s. And she started a family. 

Her eclectic background gave her strong 
knowledge of fibres, and computers, a 
combination that had Concordia calling 
her to teach in the mid-90s. 

As a teacher, she got her students 
involved directly in the community, per- 
haps most remarkably in a partnership 
with the Old Brewery Mission that had stu- 


dents working with the residents to design 
and produce Dream Screens to provide 
both privacy and a personal touch to their 
beds. 

By then, she was a student in the Special 
Individual Program. She has again earned 
high marks in a program that borrows and 
builds on a combination of disciplines. She 
was one of six admitted the year she 
applied. 

I like in-between spaces, and not always 
doing the same things, said Endacott. “I 
need to produce with my hands and my 
mind? 

RibRaft (pictured left) was exhibited at 
Le Musée des maitres et artisans du 
Québec (Montreal) housed in a former 
19th century Gothic Church. 
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Greene business acumen 


You could almost call Annaleigh Greene the 
accidental corporate social responsibility 
advocate. The MBA student has applied her 
considerable business knowledge to sus- 
tainable enterprise and community devel- 
opment since coming to Concordia. 

“Inevitably, more and more professionals 
and corporations are moving in the direc- 
tion of being aware of their actions” said 
Greene. 

She was able to showcase her knowledge 
as part of the winning team at the TATA 
Cup Sustainability Case Competition host- 
ed by the Telfer School of Management at 
the University of Ottawa and presented by 
TATA Consultancy Services in 2009. She 
also participated in Concordias MBA 
International Case Competition. 

Greene arrived at Concordia with a 
BComm in Strategy and International 
Business from McGill University and a 
desire to find a place within the pharma- 
ceutical industry. Recognizing the impor- 


tance of sustainable business practices 
led her to think about how corporations 
need to take responsibility for their 
actions, citing the BP oil spill as an obvious 
example. 

Her interest in the pharma industry led 
her to the Farha Foundation, one of the 
city’s leading AIDS fundraisers, for a com- 
munity internship. “I wanted to see how 
they fit into the picture and ultimately, to 
share my business acumen with an organi- 
zation largely comprised of community vol- 
unteers.’ 

Her knowledge was valuable, not least 
because NGOs often deal with high 
turnover. The experience enhanced her 
personal perspective of social responsibility 
so much so that she continues to volunteer 
with the group. “I was concentrated on 
both sharing and improving my business 
knowledge and was surprised to receive 
such an eye-opening experience, Greene 
said of this unexpected turn of events. 





Solar soldier 





Network. 


James Bambera (Building, Civil and 
Environmental Engineering) used to love 
building dog houses as a child, but it took 
him a while to figure that Building 
Engineering was “his destiny. 

“I was a bit lost after CEGEP and actual- 
ly started off in mechanical engineering, 
he said. As soon as he switched into the 
building program though, things started 
to fall into place. He marks improved, his 
interest was piqued and he met Andreas 
Athienitis. 

Athienitis is the Scientific Director of 
the NSERC Solar Building Research 
Network, a national collaborative effort 
focused on solar energy in homes and 
businesses. Bambera received special per- 
mission to take a graduate level class on 
passive solar building design with him 
and was then invited to work with 
Athienitis as NSERC Summer Intern. 

This project focused on something very 
close to home, developing a prototype for 
the solar insulation to be used in the John 
Molson School of Business (JMSB). 


James Bambera has worked with Andreas Athienitis (see p. 2) in the Solar Buildings Research 


“We tested the performance on the pro- 
totype, and in September continued the 
project where I was very involved in the 
roll out and commissioning of the system 
implementation in the building itself? 

Bambera underlines that the system 
being used in the JMSB building combines 
solar panels with heat recovery and has 
never been used before. As such, it is of 
interest to the research community. 
Athienitis and Bambera have already pub- 
lished one paper on the prototype, and are 
now writing another on the performance 
of the system itself. 

This summer Bambera plans to take 
it easy with some travel to Europe. He is 
returning to Concordia in the fall to 
begin his masters work, which will look 
at improving the design of the JMSB sys- 
tem. And, now that he has clearly found 
his path, he is already thinking of next 
steps “A PhD — and once I have a good 
understanding of the solar energy mar- 
ket in housing, opening my own busi- 
ness. 
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Annaleigh Greene brought her business experience to small firms and non-profits. 


She is proudest of her participation in 
the Concordia Small Business Consulting 
Bureau, a project through the MBA pro- 
gram that delivers consulting solutions to 
businesses and community groups with- 
in the Montreal area. Both the Consulting 
Bureau and her experience at case com- 
petitions have enhanced her MBA jour- 


uy pled 


ney as well as her preparedness to enter 
the workforce. 

“Overall, the MBA was a great experi- 
ence. I came in very goal-oriented, I wanted 
to excel in my courses and in extracurricu- 
lar activities, and I did? said Greene. She's 
already been hired for a management train- 
ing program at the Bank of Montreal. 


Back to the books 


You don’t often hear kids complaining 
about Mom studying all the time. 
Deborah Simon, single mother of two 
teenagers, was always hitting the books. 

This month, she is wrapping up her 
bachelor of applied human sciences with 
a specialization in human relations and 
a minor in theatre. 

“When I first started, I was thinking, 
oh, I could be their mothers, Simon says 
of her classmates. She previously worked 
at Air Canada and IBM in technical and 
operations support before deciding to go 
back to school. Getting used to the age 
gap was a big adjustment. “But there 
were a lot of older students too and we 
all connected’ 

In January, she coordinated and facili- 
tated the first-ever support group pro- 
gram at the Concordia University 
Student Parent (CUSP) Centre. Over the 
course of a semester, the sessions cov- 
ered a range of topics such as raising 
kids while going to school and stress 





Deborah Simon lives close enough to the 


Loyola Campus that she was able te walk to 


management. Free childcare was provid- 
ed by CUSP. 

Giving back to the community is 
important to Simon, whether it’s at 
Concordia or through the performing 
arts. She has been involved in local the- 
atre groups including the Echo Playback 
Theatre Troupe, the Community 
University Research Alliance's Living 
Histories Theatre Ensemble and 
[Aquarium et le Globe's 
Diversité/Différence project. “I've always 
been involved in leadership roles, she 
says, and even completed a leadership 
certificate in 2006. She has also been a 
teaching assistant for the past two years. 

Though Simon is about to start her 
master’s in human systems interventions, 
she is relishing the time off with her kids. 

“I don’t have to read. I dont have to 
write a paper. I don't have to put togeth- 
er a presentation, she says, relieved. “I 
feel like I can breathe for a minute. 

ANNA SARKISSIAN 


class. She is graduating next week with a degree in applied human sctemces. 
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An independent voice 


Making noise is what French 
horn player Jen Reimer does. 

Having just returned from a 
European tour with improvisa- 
tional music outfit Gambletron 
armed with her Graduate 
Diploma in Advanced Music 
Performance Studies (DAMPS), 
she’s busy building the name 
she’s created for herself in the 
international experimental 
scene. 

This past year, she organized 
site-specific sound installations 
in the Square Victoria metro sta- 
tion with fellow classmate Max 
Stein (see p. 4) using pre-recorded 
material from the space and an 
eerie, atmospheric composition 
of horn and live electronics to 
amplify the sonic environment. 
(www.myspace.com/jenreimer.) 

They were performances that 
caught the attention of Canada 
Research Chair in Inter-X Arts 


Sandeep Bhagwati. His respect 
for her work led him to ask 
Reimer to participate in his 
innovative Nexus project (see 
Journal, May 13, 2010). “She real- 
ly has an independent voice as 
an artist and is quite promising, 
Bhagwati says. 

“I had really supportive pro- 
fessors and the facilities have 
always been available to me 
which was helpful in my per- 
formances; Reimer says. “The 
program gave a lot of space in 
the curriculum to create freely 
without interruption. 

That's pretty much what she's 
done. Aside from collaborations 
with Gambletron and Stein, she 
plays drums and trumpet in a 
synth-drum duo called UN with 
local artist Kara Keith, as well a 
“noise group” of three sound 
effect-drenched French horns 
with Pietro Amato, known for 


his work with Torngat, Bell 
Orchestre and Arcade Fire. 

Her work inside and outside 
the classroom helped her earn 
both the Phil Cohen Award 
(given to an _ outstanding 
DAMPS or Special 
Individualized Program student 
demonstrating an innovative 
musical perspective) as well as 
the Garnet Menger Award (given 
to a music student displaying 
outstanding accomplishment in 
both academic and student life). 

Reimer, who came _ to 
Concordia with a Bachelor of 
Music from the University of 
Alberta, is quick to dismiss any 
pre-conceived notions about the 
French horn and its place in 
today’s experimental music; its 
natural resonance and amplifi- 
cation, she says, are timeless. 

“The instrument is just anoth- 
er voice to me, she says. “My 





Imagination over knowledge 


Khoa Luu’s web page begins 
with a quote from Einstein, 
“Imagination is more important 
than knowledge, which is fitting 
given his current work. Luu is 
using computers to estimate 
peoples’ ages based on digital 
imaging and to extrapolate from 
existing images what they might 
look like as they grow older. 
Helping computers deter- 
mine which wrinkles to empha- 
size and what hairs to grey 
based on familial information is 
actually part of Luus PhD 
research under the supervision 


of Tien Bui and Ching Suen 
(Computer Science and 
Software Engineering). It builds 
on work he completed for his 
MASc, the degree he is receiving 
at spring Convocation and 
which is currently being consid- 
ered for a patent. 

Luu came to Concordia from 
Vietnam specifically to work 
with Bui and Suen because of 
their internationally recognized 
reputations in the areas of pat- 
tern recognition and machine 
intelligence. 

Since arriving in Montreal he 





has immersed himself fully in 
the life of the academy, publish- 
ing, attending conferences and 
building a research portfolio 
that has attracted interest inter- 
nationally for its potential 
application in the areas of secu- 
rity and intelligence gathering. 
Luu will remain at Concordia 
through the completion of his 
doctorate and hopes to take up 
an academic research position 
once he is done. “I also hope to 
have a chance to work in my 
homeland one day” he said. 
DAWN WISEMAN 
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Computer Science grad student Khoa Luu went from completing his t master’s research directly into a PhD 
with his mentors. 





Jen Reimer performs with Gambletron during their recent European tour. 


voice is constantly changing and 
developing and moves into 
unexplored territories. I am 
always interested in learning 
and in new exchanges and col- 
laborations.” 


For now, Reimer is pleased to 
have the opportunity to focus on 
current and future collabora- 
tions, and to continue to take 
her music on the road. 

Russ COOPER 


The ambassador 
for JMSB 


Matthew Parker-Jones has spent 
his Concordia career showcasing 
JMSB at case competitions 
around the world and growing 
the competition program at 
home. 

Parker-Jones, who is graduat- 
ing in June with a BComm with 
Honours in Finance, was bitten 
by the case competition bug in 
2007 and hasn't stopped scratch- 
ing. 

He's competed for JMSB every 
year since in regional, national 
and international competitions, 
but he’s done much more. 

In 2008 - 09, as VP. Academic 
for the Case Competition pro- 
gram, he selected and trained 
team members, booked flights, 
and coached teams. 

And as Academic Director for 
the John Molson Undergraduate 
Case Competition from March 
2009 to February of this year, he 
was instrumental in bringing 
two innovations. 

“We wanted to bridge the gap 
between the classroom and the 
real world by getting the 
Montreal business community 
involved and excited, says 
Parker-Jones. “So we identified 
companies and had them write 
up real-life business problems, so 
that competitors not only had to 
find a solution, but also stand 
their ground defending it to the 


execs involved. Also, competitors 
got written feedback from these 
executive judges on their propos- 
als. 

The reaction to both innova- 
tions from all participants was 
exceptionally positive. One of 
Parker-Joness proudest mo- 
ments was receiving a poster- 
board at the end of the competi- 
tion with signatures from all the 
students and coaches from 
around the world. 

Another came last fall at 
Princeton University's Business 
Today Global Conference in New 
York City, an exclusive leadership 
conference where students 
essentially “speed-date” with 50 
business leaders in two hours. 

“People didn't really know 
Concordia, but after a couple of 
days, we were getting respect 
from people from all over; he 
remembers, “saying what a great 
school we were, getting hand- 
shakes.’ 

Such Concordia experiences 
have taught him a valuable les- 
son: “It’s easy to compromise, for 
money or prestige, he says, “but 
being true to yourself, your val- 
ues, work ethic and integrity, and 
pursuing your passions ~ that will 
make you succeed.’ Parker-Jones 
begins work in investment bank- 
ing with TD Securities in July. 

MICHAEL KEEGAN 
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The formula for success 


Percival Graham thinks he knows the 
secret. 

Over the course of his four years at 
Concordia, this baccalaureate in 
mechanical engineering has developed a 
system for success in both academics 
and athletics. 

“You put in your hours at the gym, you 
put in your hours at school,’ he says. It’s 
a simple ethos that’s allowed the 22- 
year-old Montrealer to keep his GPA 
near 4.2 while excelling as scrumhalf for 
the Stingers rugby squad. 

His ability to balance both has yielded 
a slew of awards on both sides. At 
Convocation this spring, he'll collect the 
Mechanical Engineering Medal for hav- 
ing the highest GPA in his class. In April, 
he received the Canadian Society for 
Mechanical Engineering (CSME) Gold 
Medal for demonstrating outstanding 
academic achievement. And at the 


annual Athletic Awards ceremony, he 
won the President's Academic Award for 
top male student-athlete, as well as an 
Award of Distinction for career contri- 
butions to his team. 

If that wasn’t enough, for each of his 
four years here (the last of which he 
served as VP Academic of the Concordia 
chapter of the CSME), he received $7 000 
from the Norman D. Hébert Scholarship 
in Engineering. He's also appeared on 
the Dean's List each year. 

Did it take a lot of hard work? “It did 
and it didn’t,” he says. “By my third 
semester, I realized I could just get A+ all 
the time ifI wanted to” Pardon? 

“It sounds arrogant, but the classes 
are all structured the same in a way. I 
always found the material interesting, so 
if I studied the same way, I could always 
get good grades.’ 

Besides his awards, since being here, 





Beyond words 


Benatar decodes language processing 


Ashley Benatar may be 
heading south but her 


Concordia for a BSc in 
neuroscience with a minor 
in linguistics. 

Throughout her under- 
graduate degree, she 
organized and participat- 
ed in several reading 
groups in linguistics and 
psychology; she presented a poster at 
Undergraduate Research Day; and she has 
been a guest lecturer on topics ranging 
from from psycholinguistics to phonet- 
ics. 

At the McGill Infant Development 
Centre, she hired volunteers, organized 
meetings and managed the execution of 
experiments. She was a_ teach- 
ing/research assistant for a handful of 
professors, including Linnaea Stockall, 
with whom she continues to collaborate. 

Though Stockall is now a visiting assis- 
tant professor at Hampshire College, 
they meet up on Skype once a week. “The 
distance hasn't held us back, Benatar 
says. In March, they jointly presented 
their work at the City University of New 
York Sentence Processing Conference. 

Benatar continues to work as a lab 
manager and research assistant for the 
Neurolinguistics lab in the School of 


Amherst. 





Ashley Benatar credits her professors Linnaea Stockall and 
Charies Reiss for helping her succeed at Concordia. She is 
starting her PhD this fall at University of Massachusetts 





Communication Sciences and Disorders 
at McGill University. 

As for her doctorate, Benatar plans to 
study online processing of spoken lan- 
guage, as well as theoretical questions 
related to the architecture of the men- 
tal grammar. It could be anything from 
how we learn irregular past-tense verbs 
to how rising intonation affects the 
interpretation of questions. 

“It all about learning how your mind 
works, looking at what factors tran- 
scend across different speakers of dif- 
ferent languages, what correlates in the 
brain, and so on. It’s such a luxury that 
I get to explore these questions that I'm 
curious about,’ she says. “I love that my 
field is so new. There are so many 
opportunities to contribute. I can't 
imagine doing anything else. 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


he’s landed internships at the National 
Research Council, Rolls Royce, and the 
Concordia Institute of Aerospace Design 
and Innovation. And he’s just returned 
from Victoria, B.C. where he displayed 
his Capstone project, a small-scale (5 x 
10’) wind tunnel built to study ice build- 
up he created under professor Ali 
Dolatabadi, at a CSME design competi- 
tion. 

So do academic success strategies 
work on the field? “My coach [Clive 
Gibson] thought I was approaching 
school and rugby the same way, which 
is kind of true. But it’s easier to cram for 
an exam than it is to cram to get in 
shape.’ 

Did we mention he’s known for doing 
handstand push-ups? “It ties in with the 
whole thing,’ he laughs. “I like to have 
fun and be entertained.’ 

Russ Cooper 
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Percival Graham receives the Award of 
Distinction at the annual Athletic Awards 
ceremony, April 10. 


~All work and no play 


After completing three degrees in the last 


15 years (BA honours philosophy, MA 
philosophy, and a certificate in pastoral 
ministry), Rita Gillespie has nothing but 
good things to say about Concordia. 
Now, she is ready to move on. Maybe. 
“Id do anything for this university, I 
can't say enough about it,’ she says. “To 
have a school like this helps integrate 


__ mature students is marvelous. I have a 
- beautiful life and I owe it all to 
Concordia” seb 24 


The mother of two and grandmother of 
four dropped in on a philosophy course 


ata friend’s urging in the early 1990s. She | 


was hooked. . 

Next thing you know, she was sitting 
down with Brigeen Badour, an advisor at 
the Student. Transition Centre, to get 
acquainted with the university. Gillespie 
was shaking in her boots. 

“I just fell at her lap. 1 would never have 
had this rewarding journey without 





Mature student Rita Gillespie just completed her certificate in pastoral ministry. Though 


Brigeen; she says, also acknowledging 
the significant help of Pamela Bright 
from theological studies. “I couldnt pick 
out any one course that was better than 
the other. I just grew and grew and grew. 

In nominating Gillespie to be a Great 
Grad, Badour called her an outstanding 
woman and a great ambassador for life- 
long learning, who “will continue to 


. inspire many adult learners to follow 


their dreams. 

For now, Gillespie will be enjoying her 
summer with friends and family and hit- 
ting the links. 

“I had a wonderful run at this life,’ she 

_ says, ‘and I tell you, seize every moment. 
That’s what all the philosophers say. 

Are there more courses in her future? 
Gillespie admits that her kids dont 
believe that she’s really done. “Oh, you'll 
be back; they say. We'll have to wait and 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 
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her age is top secret (“the students would just drop dead if they knew!”) she says she was 
never treated any differently by her professors. 
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Hands-on science 
at Eureka! 


ENCS joins A&S at event 


The Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science took up 
Eureka duties on the Sunday and 
inspired a host of future building 
and civil engineers with a hands- 
on demonstration on the science 
of bridges. Five different engi- 
neering students helped animate 
activities over the event. In addi- 
tion, professors Khaled Galal, 
and Radu Zmeureanu along with 
Professor Emeritus Hugh 
McQueen, stopped by. 

Chris Maloney, coordinator of 
the 2010 edition of Concordias 
Troitsky Bridge Building 
Competition, did an excellent 
job of managing the event, 
which marked ENCSss first time 
at Eureka! He used the popular 
K’Nex brand of building blocks 
to demonstrate the principles of 
bridge building to hundreds of 
young participants, who show- 
cased their creativity with their 
own designs. 

“Im already thinking about 
how we can improve on this for 
next year, said Maloney, whose 
team of fellow students from the 
Department of Building, Civil, and 
Environmental Engineering kept 
the day running smoothly with 
their dedication and enthusiasm. 


rhage eos yr. Ou Sree | Tens of thousands of future sci- 
4 RR fae een. 5 entists descended on Montreal's 
E y | sun-drenched Old Port over the 
weekend to participate in the 
fourth annual Eureka! science 
festival. Always keen to give kids 
of all ages the chance to experi- 
ence the wonders of science first 
hand, Concordia was once again 
a proud participant in this lively 
oe. fe i ee, | Ck : event co-produced by the 

ee 4 7 TS ee So ? af \) Conférence régionale des élus de 
: ) 2 7 Montréal and the Montreal 
Science Centre. 

This year, Concordias Faculties 
of Arts and Science and 
Engineering and Computer 
Science both partook in the event. 
Arts & Science connected with 
the crowd by asking questions like 
what do figure skaters, origami 
and space satellites have in com- 
mon? Coordinated by Miriam 
Posner, Technical Supervisor in 
the Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry, the experiments 
kept kids focused on having scien- 
tific fun. 

“This event is just wonderful, 
said Posner with a broad smile. 
“Seeing the expression on a kid's 
face when something scientific 
really clicks is what Eureka! is all 
about.’ 
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Recent Appointments 


Graham Carr, Dean of Graduate Studies, is pleased to announce the appointments of Cameron 
Skinner and Paula Wood-Adams as Associate Deans in the School of Graduate Studies. 





INMEMORIAM 


Kailash C. Dhawan 


Cameron Skinner becomes Associate Dean in the newly created portfolio of Student Affairs, 


It is with deep sadness the 
Journal announces the passing 
of Kailash C. Dhawan, known to 
Concordians as K.C., on May 12 
in Oakville, Ont. 

Born on Aug. 21, 1937, in 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan, he earned 
his BA and MA from Punjab 


University, MBA from University 
of Oregon (Eugene) and his PhD 
from New York University. 
Professor of marketing from 
Sept. 1, 1969, until his retirement 
on Dec. 31, 1997, Dhawan is best 
known for being the major force 


behind the International 
Business program of which he 
was founding director. 

Prior to joining Concordia, 
he worked for Imasco, Shell Oil 
and Star of India College, and 
also tanght at Western 
Michigan University, New York 


University, Iona College and 
University of Oregon (Eugene). 
He had numerous publications 
in the areas of Indian business 
practices, cross-cultural com- 
munication, transfer of tech- 
nology, Canadian trade to 
Europe and Canada/US. free 
trade. 

In the late 90s, he created a 
charitable foundation in his 
name that would advance edu- 
cation and be of benefit to the 
community. In early 2000, the 
Foundation funded the Madhu 
Bala Summer Research Bursary 
in Palliative Care or Cancer 
Research at McGill University in 
memory of his wife. 

Dhawan leaves to mourn 
three sons: Amit, Deepak and 
Rajiv. The Concordia communi- 
ty sends its condolences. 





Postdoctoral Studies and Awards. Skinner is a bioanalytical chemist and was Graduate Program 
Director for his department. He served recently as a member of the Council of the School of 


Graduate Studies. 


Paula Wood-Adams is Associate Dean in the newly created portfolio of Academic Programs, 
Recruitment and Communications. An Associate Professor and Concordia University Research 
Chair in the Physics of Advanced Materials, Wood-Adams has significant experience in graduate 


administration, having served enthusiastically on the Council of the School of Graduate Studies, 
the Faculty Tribunal Pool, and as Director of one of Concordia’ largest graduate programs, the PhD 
_in her home Department of Mechanical and Industrial Engineering. 


ENCS | 

The Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science is pleased to announce the appointment of 
Deborah Dysart-Gale as Chair of the General Studies Unit. Dysart-Gale joined Concordia in 
2006 as Assistant Professor in the General Studies Unit. She plans to introduce a more appro- 
priate name for the unit, as well as involving it in departmental activities such a capstone and 
accreditation. 

Dysart-Gale is up for the challenge, pointing out that this Faculty has been interested in the 
social dimensions of engineering since 1968, back before the first Earth Day. “I believe that shows 
that Concordia was engaged in environmental and social stewardship before many in the general 
public even realized the seriousness of these issues,’ she explains. “As these problems have become 
more acute in recent years, so has ENCS's commitment to educating technically excellent engi- 
neers and computer scientists whose work produces excellent social outcomes.’ 
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All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise indicated. 


JUNE 17 T0 19 


The Frog and the Princess: A Musical 


Ecodrama 

The Centre for the Arts in Human Development will present 
The Frog and the Princess: A Musical Ecodrama. The lead 
actors - adults with developmental disabilities - shine in 
this enlightening and unforgettable musical production. 
EC. Smith Auditorium | ecodramatickets@gmail.com or ext. 
8616 | $50 for gala evening (June 17) $20 for other perform- 
ances (June 18 and 19) 


SAT., JUNE 19 


© Danse pour tous 

Choreographers and teachers from Studio 303 present per- 
formances by their evening-class students in a variety of 
techniques, including African dance, Yogadance & Impro, 
contemporary dance and Hoopdance. 

Studio 303, 372 St. Catherine W. 3rd floor (Metro Place-des- 
Arts) | 7 and9 p.m. | 514-393-3771 or www.studio303.ca 
$5 pre-sale / $10 at the door 


WED., JUNE 23 


& The Return of Ulysses 


This is the story of the magic of the ancient Gods who play 
with the fate of humankind, their puppets. Concordia the- 
atre students will perform as puppeteers, professional 
baroque singers and musicians will perform the music. This 
performance is a free, open dress rehearsal for the Montreal 
Baroque Festival. 

D.B. Clarke Theatre (Hall Building) | 8 p.m. 
finearts.concordia.ca/newsandevents/ 


DEADLINE: JUNE 23 


ge <) Summer school for engaged 


citizens 
The Institut du nouveau monde holds Ecole d’été every year 
for socially engaged citizens ages 18 to 35. Running from 
Aug. 12 to 15, the program will feature conferences, round- 
tables, workshops and inspiring speakers. 
WWW.INM.GC.CQ 


JUNE 28 AND 29 


CSU moving sale 
The Concordia Student Union is holding a Moving Sale on 
the Hall Building terrace from 1] a.m. to 4 p.m. Interested in 
selling your goods? Contact sustainability@csu.qc.ca before 
June 23. 
CSU.GC.CQ 


ONGOING - UNTIL JULY 2 


€ Graduating Students’ Exhibition 

This eighth edition of the annual juried show provides to 
students an opportunity to display their work in a public 
venue and commemorates the completion of their studies, 
showcasing a cross-section of the many disciplines and 
research activities of Studio Arts students at the graduate 
and undergraduate levels. Vernissage Wed., June 23. 

FOFA, MFA and VAV galleries | fofagallery.concordia.ca, 
www.vavgallery.com 


WED., AUG. [8 


<9) 17th annual Memorial Golf 


Tournament 

This annual golf tournament at Hemmngford Golf Club rais- 
es funds for the Concordia Memorial Golf Tournament 
Endowed Bursary. Open to all Concordians and their 
friends, the vegas-style rain-or-shine tournament will see 
brunch served at 10 a.m. before-tee-off at noon. Golf attire 
required, softspikes are mandatory, running shoes are 
acceptable. Optional bus transportation available on a first- 
come first-served basis. Deadline to register your foursome, 
with full payment, is Aug. 6. Golf and dinner cost $95 for 
Concordians, $110 for non-Concordians. Tickets for only the 
dinner (prime rib or vegetarian) is $40. 
www.concordia.ca/memorial or call Lisa Williamson at ext. 
3634 


LEGEND 
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«o) Call for participation 


Many Concordians have been working to improve the lives of others 


Running for leukemia research 


Mighty bikers 





Achiever David Cyr (Honours BSc Chemistry and Biochemistry 09, see Journal, June 4, 2009) 
is at it again: He just ran a 42-km marathon to raise money for leukemia research. Years ago 
his friend was diagnosed with the blood cancer and Cyr was inspired, not only to take better 
care of himself, but to raise research funds in an effort to fight leukemia. He raised just over 
$5 000 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society of Canada, in part by holding barbecues at 
Concordia. On his website, Cyr puts it this way: “It’s easy to get caught up in our day-to-day 
problems and dilemmas, complaining about all the little things, and forgetting how lucky we 
really are. We often don't realize that there are people around us who have far more to com- 


plain about.’ 


Community Campaign donor-recognition event 

The Community Campaign's annual donor-recognition event will take place Thursday, June 
17, under a tent in the picturesque Grey Nuns garden. Faculty, staff, retirees and Board mem- 
bers who made a charitable donation during the 2009-10 campaign were invited to join the 
festivities, which will include music, food and an announcement of this year’s fundraising 
results, which will be posted on giving.concordia.ca. 


Awakening 

At 7 p.m. on Saturday, June 19 at the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall, a benefit concert titled 
Awakening hopes to inspire young locals to improve their community through performance. 
Live performances will include David Hodges, Luca ‘Lazy Legz’ Patuelli (who recently gradu- 
ated from Concordia and who performed at the Paralympic opening ceremonies in 
Vancouver, see Journal, March 18, 2010) and Illmask, Enigma Dance, the John Rennie Improv 
Group, Patrick Lehman and the Dropbeat Kings and more. 


Tickets for the all-ages show are available for $15 from a number of locations listed on their 
website, www.awakeningconcert.com. Proceeds of the event will go to World Vision's efforts in 


Haiti. 


Last year, Human Resources raised $10 000 for the Montreal Children’s Hospital by riding the 
Mighty Bike, a 30-person bicycle that annually tours De Maisonneuve Blvd. and Ste. Catherine 
St. They rode again this year on June 15 with the same goal of $10 000. Look for an update on 
the Digital Information Screens on both campuses. 

New this year is JMSB's team: Joined by Dean Sanjay Sharma and led by Eva Ferrera, John 
Molson staffers will take to the Mighty Bike the morning of June 18 with the same goal of 
$15 000. It’s not too late to show your support: www,pedalez.com 
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Enthusiastic staff members pedal past the Faubourg while raising funds to purchase life- 
saving medical equipment and fund major projects at the Montreal Children’s Hospital. 
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No matter where in Canada MFA Studio 
Arts grad Tara Nicholson is, she captures 
her own unique view of this country. 

This accomplished photographer has 
crisscrossed east to west, north to south, 
documenting the constructions within the 
landscape. Focusing primarily on northern 





Local’s Secret Quarry from Nicholson’s thesis, Wilderness and Other Utopias 





Canada, her projects over the past five years 
have addressed Canadian identity and cre- 
ated narratives surrounding our collective 
view of northern landscape as places for iso- 
lation and safe haven. 

After traversing the country from her 
native B.C. to Toronto for her BFA from 
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A star pupil with star pupils 


Ryerson, she went back to B.C. to work in 
the film industry and to complete a post- 
graduate diploma at UBC in B.C. First 
Nations’ contemporary art practices. 
Following that, she landed a job at the Banff 
Centre for the Arts for a four-year stint as 
Photographer/Artist Assistant. 

Not satisfied to hang up her travelling hat, 
she came to Montreal and Concordia for her 
MFA, which kept her moving. This time, to 
the remote islands of Haida Gwaii, B.C. for 
her thesis Wilderness and Other Utopias, 
which was selected for the Collision 6 exhibi- 
tion at the Parisian Laundry gallery in St. 
Henri this past spring. “This was an amaz- 
ing experience, exhibiting in such a beauti- 
ful, professional gallery, she says. 

One of only six master’s students in the 
highly competitive photography program, 
Nicholson was awarded the $5 000 Carolyn 
and Richard Renaud Teaching scholarship 
for her work as a TA. She was also chosen as 
one of three students representing 
Concordia at the 2009 Governor General 
Awards gala in Ottawa. As well, during her 
second year at Concordia, she received the 


Alberta Foundation for the Arts Award for 
her previous work out west. 

“All of these experiences as well as seeing 
the work of my peers develop and change 
was a huge learning experience, she says. 
“The facilities and staff at Concordia and 
Hexagram are amazing at creating the pos- 
sibility for students to explore new media 
and work with a wide-range of equipment, 
resources and support. 

Her work further north was featured in 
Ignition, the MFA showcase at the Leonard 
and Bina Ellen Gallery (see Journal, May 13, 
2010). She’s also exhibited at Vancouver's 
Jeffery Boone Gallery and the 2008 
Contemporary Exhibition of Photography 
in Calgary. 

Nicholson has again returned to B.C. 
for a position teaching a summer under- 
graduate course at uVic in the 
Department of Visual Arts exploring 
Canadian identity, ecology and land- 
scape-based work. “I love Victoria, being 
on [Vancouver] island and I am hoping to 
continue teaching here in the fall, she 
says. 


Putting the “extra” in extracurricular 


To hear Evelyne LArchevéque tell it, she 
had a lot to learn when she began in the 
Finance Co-op program. 

“I didn't know a lot about finance,’ she 
admits. 

But earning a Normand D. Hébert 
Scholarship on admission to the program 
and getting paid on her work terms freed 
her financially to dive into some very educa- 
tional extracurricular activities. 

From the start, LArchevéque took part in 
case competitions and joined the executive 
of the Finance and Investment Students 
Association (FISA). 

“I made good friends and learned a lot 
from them; she says. “And with FISA, I 
learned a lot about finance from my peers. 

By her third year, shed gone from learning 
to leading, becoming President of FISA and 
mentoring newcomers at case competi- 
tions. 

LArchevéque's advice to new students is 
to explore related pursuits early on. 
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“People don't realize how many skills we 
learn that way, and employers really look at 
these things, she says. 

These projects also taught her a work 
ethic she knows will serve her well profes- 
sionally. 

“As part of all these extracurricular activi- 
ties and school, I really had to be on the ball’ 

And she was, spending three consecutive 
years on the Deans List. 

But perhaps LArchevéques most valuable 
accomplishment was earning a coveted 
spot in the Kenneth Woods Portfolio 
Management Program. 

“It's one of the best programs at 
Concordia? she insists. “Youre really put out 
there in the business world, you meet peo- 
ple, and get great experience. 

“Without the Kenneth Woods program, I 
wouldn't be where I am today. 

Where she is today is graduating “with 
great distinction’ with her BComm 
(Finance), working toward her Chartered 





Financial Analyst certification, and begin- 


ning a full-time position as an investment 
banking analyst with National Bank 


Evelyne L’Archevéque makes a case for all-around participation. 


Financial, where she interned during her 


third work term in August. 
MICHAEL KEEGAN 


PhD finds his calling 


As he gets ready to receive his PhD, Jad El- 
Najjar (Electrical and Computer 
Engineering) is interviewing at a number of 
Montreal telecommunications companies. 
“But it’s nice I have a Plan B, he said. 
Plan B is an NSERC Industrial Research 
and Development Fellowship (IRDF). 
These two-year post-doctorates are 
awarded to the most promising recent 
doctoral graduates so that they can 
engage in research and development in 
the private sector and with not-for-profit 
and non-governmental organizations. 


E]-Najjar’s fellowship is hardly surpris- 
ing: during his time at Concordia he has 
maintained a perfect GPA, published 
widely and received two best paper 
awards for his work in the area of opti- 
mization of wireless mesh networks for 
telecommunications. 

He came to Concordia for its expertise 
in this area, and has been working with 
professors Chadi Assi and Brigitte 
Jaumard at the Concordia Institute for 
Information Systems Engineering (CIISE). 
This collaboration has been a highlight of 


his experience at the university. 

“These are two professionals who each 
give 100% to motivate you as a student. 
Assi, in particular, likes to challenge peo- 
ple and sets extremely high expectations.’ 
EI- Najjar clearly rose to the occasion, and 
said he feels extremely grateful to be tak- 
ing the skills he has developed at 
Concordia into either industry or the 
academy. 

“These things will be with me for the 
rest of my career. 

Dawn WISEMAN 
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